
Cohesive Devices
Cohesive devices are words and expressions that show relationships between parts of text and ideas, such
as conjunctions, pronouns, and transitional phrases that indicate cause or effect, time, addition,
contradiction, illustration, and clarification. Their effective use ensures a text flows smoothly and readers
can follow the writer’s idea seamlessly.

Importance of Using Cohesive Devices

1. Facilitate Logical Connections
○ Purpose: Cohesive devices help in linking sentences and ideas within a text, making the

relationship between them clear. This logical progression allows readers to understand
how each part of the text contributes to the overall message.

○ Example: Addition devices like "and" or "furthermore" connect related ideas, while
contrast devices like "but" or "however" show opposing viewpoints.

2. Improve Clarity and Coherence
○ Purpose: The use of cohesive devices improves the clarity of writing by preventing

disjointed or fragmented presentations of ideas. They help in maintaining a coherent
structure, making the text more readable and comprehensible.

○ Example: Referential pronouns such as "he," "she," or "it" avoid redundancy and clarify
which noun the pronoun refers to, thus enhancing the clarity of the text.

3. Support Reader Comprehension and Engagement
○ Purpose: Cohesive devices guide readers through the text, making it easier to follow and

engage with. They signal relationships between ideas, which helps in maintaining reader
interest and ensuring that the writer’s message is conveyed effectively.

○ Example: Transitional phrases like "for example," "meanwhile," or "as a result" help
illustrate examples, show time progression, or indicate cause and effect, thereby
supporting reader comprehension.

Categories of Cohesive Devices

1. Conjunctions
○ Addition: Connect ideas by adding information.

■ Examples: and, furthermore, moreover
■ Example: "Tom completed his workout and prepared dinner; furthermore, he

remembered to bring his gym bag inside."
○ Contradictory: Show opposition between ideas.

■ Examples: but, however, although, on the contrary
■ Example: "Tom finished his workout, but he forgot to bring his gym bag inside.

On the contrary, he was well-prepared for dinner."
○ Cause/Effect: Indicate causal relationships.

■ Examples: because, therefore, so, as a result
■ Example: "Tom forgot to bring his gym bag inside because he was in a rush. As

a result, he had to go back and retrieve it."
2. Referential Pronouns

○ Purpose: Avoid redundancy and clarify which noun the pronoun refers to.
○ Examples: he, she, it, they



○ Example: "John completed the analysis and shared the results with Sarah. She reviewed
the data and suggested improvements. He accepted her suggestions."

3. Transitional Phrases

Temporal/Time: Indicate the passage of time.

○ Examples: first, then, finally, meanwhile
○ Example: "First, I went to the store. Then, I forgot to buy milk. Meanwhile, the sun was

shining brightly. Finally, I returned to the store."

Contrastive: Highlight differences.

○ Examples: however, on the other hand, although, despite, in spite of, on the contrary
○ Example: "The sun was shining brightly; however, it was still cold outside. Despite this,

I decided to go for a walk. On the contrary, my friend chose to stay indoors."

Causal: Show cause and effect.

○ Examples: as a result, consequently, therefore
○ Example: "The movie received great reviews; therefore, they decided to go see it.

Consequently, their evening was well-spent."

Illustrative/Example: Provide examples or illustrations.

○ Examples: for example, such as, including
○ Example: "There are many ways to improve writing cohesion. For example, using

transitional phrases and referential pronouns can enhance clarity."

Examples of Non-Cohesive Writing

1. Non-Cohesive Example: Tom finished his workout. Made dinner. The gym bag was still in the
hallway.

■ Revised: Tom finished his workout and made dinner; however, he forgot to bring
his gym bag inside.

2. Non-Cohesive Example: I went to the store. I forgot to buy milk. The sun was shining brightly. I
returned home. The phone rang. I realized I needed to go back to the store. My neighbor called to
ask about the upcoming party. I made dinner.

■ Revised: "I went to the store, but I forgot to buy milk. Although the sun was
shining brightly, I returned home. As soon as I arrived, the phone rang.
Meanwhile, my neighbor called about the upcoming party. In spite of the hectic
day, I made dinner.

Common Issues and Solutions

1. Disrupted Flow
○ Issue: The text appears fragmented due to the lack of cohesive devices.
○ Solution: Use conjunctions to connect related ideas. Example: "Tom completed his

workout and prepared dinner. However, he forgot to bring his gym bag inside."
2. Lack of Clarity

○ Issue: Frequent repetition of nouns or names creates ambiguity.



○ Solution: Implement referential pronouns to minimize redundancy. Example: "John
completed the analysis and shared the results with Sarah. She then reviewed the data and
suggested improvements. He accepted her suggestions."

3. Disjointed Ideas
○ Issue: Ideas are presented without clear transitions.
○ Solution: Employ transitional phrases to guide the reader. Example: "After reviewing the

data, they packed their bags and went to the airport. Meanwhile, they prepared for their
trip by checking the weather."

Best Practices for Effective Cohesion

1. Utilize Conjunctions
○ Establish logical relationships between ideas. Use addition, contrast, and cause/effect

conjunctions to enhance text flow.
2. Incorporate Referential Pronouns

○ Clarify references to avoid redundancy and improve text clarity.
3. Apply Transitional Phrases

○ Use temporal, contrastive, and causal phrases to ensure a coherent progression of ideas.
4. Strengthen Connections

○ Employ cohesive devices to reinforce connections between sentences and paragraphs,
ensuring a seamless narrative.

Visualizing Cohesion

Consider cohesive writing as a well-constructed building where each sentence functions as a brick, and
cohesive devices act as the mortar binding the bricks together. This analogy illustrates the role of cohesive
devices in maintaining the structural integrity and coherence of the text.


