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Opening Ceremony

Conference Greeting

Dr. David E. Shaffer
Gwangju-Jeonnam KOTESOL
Chapter President

Fellow Chapter members, distinguished presenters, KOTESOL members
and ELT colleagues, sponsors and guests. Welcome to the Gwangju
KOTESOL Conference, organized by the Gwangju-Jeonnam Chapter of
KOTESOL in cooperation with the KOTESOL Reflective Practice Special
Interest Group (RP-SIG). Welcome to a day of multi-faceted professional
development.

The Gwangju-Jeonnam Chapter strives to assist English language teachers
in the Gwangju-Jeonnam area in their professional development through
monthly presentations by local specialists and invited outside speakers. The
Chapter also organizes outreach workshops to more distant corners of the province such as
Suncheon and Mokpo, in addition to annual Chapter conferences such as this. We endeavor to
provide relevant and quality presentations, and credit our thriving membership to this effort.

This conference is an attempt to meet some of the needs in our ELT community. The Conference
theme is Reflecting on Practice; Projecting on the Future. By reflecting on our teaching
practices, improvement can result to impact future teaching practices. The theme is directly
reflected on the pre-conference workshop, the plenary session, and an entire strand of concurrent
presentations today, all of which have been organized by the KOTESOL Reflective Practice SIG
and are being presented by RP-SIG members. We also hope that this Reflective Practice
empbhasis will lead to the formation of a hardy RP-SIG group associated with our Chapter.

I would like to make a couple of special welcomes. KOTESOL Ist Vice-President Peadar
Callaghan is with us. We thank him for the work he is doing to assist KOTESOL’s chapters in
their operations. Next, I would like to welcome our plenary speaker: Michael Griffin, Co-
facilitator of the Reflective Practice Special Interest Group. He has been an immense asset in
organizing the RP section of this Conference

We have an outstanding group of presenters assembled for you today: both from within the
Chapter and from other KOTESOL chapters around the nation. And we have an outstanding
selection of presentation topics for you to choose from.

I cannot conclude without acknowledging the efforts of our conference committee and of our
student volunteers. It takes many hours of work over many months to put together a conference
of this scale, and they have contributed more than you can imagine.

Once again, I welcome all of you, and hope that you find the conference intellectually
stimulating and professionally rewarding.



Opening Ceremony

Welcome Address

Peadar Callaghan
First Vice-President
Korea TESOL

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. When I was asked to give this
address, I looked at the theme, and it reminded me of a conversation I had
with Thomas Farrell. We were discussing modern teaching and the variety
of methodologies available: extensive reading, task-based learning,
project-based learning, computer-assisted language learning, and so on.
He said that the modern teacher should rely more on “principled
pragmatism.” A modern teacher should know the methodologies and the
theories behind learning but should adapt them to their own classroom
. environment.

There is no one methodology that suits every student or every teacher. Each class we teach has
its own challenges and triumphs. Each student has a different learning style, interests, and
motivations; as such, why should we try to teach them all as if they were identical? What we do
in a classroom, instead, should be based on sound principles without sacrificing student learning
to rote educational theory.

Walking the path of principled pragmatism is not easy; it requires reflection, study, and thought
about the future. When we reflect, we begin to make connections between what we are doing as
a teacher and what the student is learning. In turn, these connections help to form a picture of
what will happen when we use the techniques. Each day, we create the building blocks that
become the basis of tomorrow’s teaching. With this, we can help to support our learners and our
community of education.

Our students are important, and so are our connections with our colleagues and peers. I’'m sure
we have all had the experience of trying something new and it just didn’t work as we expected it
to. It is at those times that we need friends and colleagues to help us reflect and try again. It is
not through blindly following a methodology but, instead, through this continual struggle that we
improve our classes. These friends and colleagues share troubles and triumphs, and most
importantly we learn from one another. This is why we are here today, and I am so proud to see
so many people willing to stand up and share what they have learned on so many different topics.
I don’t know what the future holds for teaching English in Korea, what I do know is that all of us
here today are committed to making that future better, through our shared experiences, one
classroom at a time.



Opening Ceremony

Welcome Address

Manpal Sahota
Co-facilitator
Reflective Practice SIG

On behalf of the all the members the Reflective Practice SIG, I would
like to welcome you to the Gwangju-Jeonnam KOTESOL 2013 Annual
Conference. The Reflective Practice SIG (RP-SIG) was honored when
we were asked by the Gwangju-Jeonnam Chapter to take part in this
conference. We always enjoy meeting dedicated teachers who take time
out of their busy schedules to further their professional development.

For those of you who are not very familiar with the term “reflective
practice,” this conference can be a great opportunity for you to learn
about what reflective practice is and how it can help you develop as an
educator. It is also a great chance for you to meet other reflective teachers who are passionate
about what they do and would love to guide you on your reflective journey.

The RP-SIG is very active throughout Korea, with monthly meetings in Busan, Daegu, Daejeon,
and Seoul. We are always looking to expand and we hope that teachers in Gwangju will be
inspired to start their own monthly meetings this year. To learn more about what a typical RP-
SIG meeting is like, we scheduled the pre-conference workshop presented by Suzanne Bardasz.
This gives audience members a chance to see what actually happens at a monthly meeting.

The RP-SIG is also proud to present the conference’s plenary speaker, Michael Griffin. Michael
is the co-facilitator and one of the founders of the RP-SIG. Michael will be sharing why
reflective practice can help teachers and the various avenues available to reflect on your teaching.

For those of you still thirsty for more, I would strongly encourage you to attend the afternoon
presentations by three active RP-SIG members. John Pfordresher will be talking about how to
separate emotions from classroom experiences so that you can more objectively retlect on
teacher-student interactions. Gemma Lunn will be sharing ideas on how to record, transcribe, and
analyze what is really happening in your classrooms. Alex Walsh will be combining theory with
practical ideas to help you with owning and recording your reflections. Each presentation is
unique, and I am confident that you will be able to take away ideas that will help you reflect on
your own teaching.

There is a wealth of excellent topics today, and whether you go to reflective practice
presentations or the many other great presentations scheduled, I am sure that when you walk
away from this conference, you will agree that it was time well spent. The RP-SIG looks forward
to meeting all of you and sharing ideas with dedicated professionals. I hope you enjoy the
conference!



Conference Schedule

Gwangju KOTESOL Conference

Reflecting on Practices; Projecting on the Future

Organized by: KOTESOL Gwangju-Jeonnam Chapter
With the KOTESOL Reflective Practice Special Interest Group

Schedule
10:00-11:30 Pre-Conference Reflective Practice Workshop Suzanne Bardasz

Presenting Reflective Practice: A Sample RP-SIG Meeting (2123)
12:00 Registration Begins 1st Floor
12:4S Opening Ceremony (2104)
1:00 M Reflective Practice Plenary Session Michael Griffin (2104)
Becoming a Better Teacher Through Reflective Practice
2:00 H The Challenge of Description: Strategies for John Pfordresher  (21095)
Seeing through the Cloud of Emotion
B Finding the Hero in the Young Student Amanda Maitland (2107)
Whilst Embracing the Dark Side
W Approaches to Using Short Stories Michael Rabbidge (4211)
in the EFL Classroom
B Drawing Blanks II: Five Activities for When Julien McNulty (TBA)
You Have Nothing or Technology Fails
3:00 m Explore Your Teaching Through Self-Observation Gemma Lunn (2105)
B "Banjang-nim": Good for Students; Jared Sandler (2107)
Great for Teachers George Balarezo
@ Vocabulary Games: More than Words! Nico Lorenzutti 4211)
@ Using Comic Books in the Classroom Peadar Callaghan (TBA)
4:00 ® Making Reflection Your Own Alex Walsh (2105)
M Communicative EFL Activities that Encourage Ynell Lumantao  (2107)
Spoken Production
M Punctuating Punctuation David Shaffer 4211)
B That’s Konglish — Or Is It? Robert Dickey (TBA)
5:00 Pecha Kucha Sessions Nate Kent David Shaffer (2104)
Robert Dickey Julien McNulty
5:30 Book Drawing and Closing (2104)



Conference Schedule

Schedule of Events

10:00 — Pre-Conference Reflective Practice Workshop 2123
11:30 Suzanne Bardasz
12:00 Registration Begins (1st Floor)
12:45 Opening Ceremony (Room 2104)
1:00-1:45 Reflective Practice Plenary: Michael Griffin 2104
Room 2105 2107 4211 TBA
Strand Reflective Young Learners General General
Practice & Teens ELT 1 ELT 2
J. Pfordresher A. Maitland M. Rabbidge J. McNulty
20028 Challepgg B Finding the Hero Short Stories Drawing Blanks
Description
Gemma Lunn | Sadler/Balarezo | N. Lorenzutti P. Callaghan
3:00-3:45 Explore Your “Ban-jang-nim” Vocabulary Using Comic
Teaching Games Books
Alex Walsh Y. Lumantao David Shaffer | Robert Dickey
4:00-4:45 Making Reflection Activities for Punctuating That’s
Your Own Spoken Production Punctuation Konglish
. Nate Kent Robert Dickey
5:00-5:30 | Pecha Kucha Sessions: . (2104)
David Shaffer Julien McNulty
5:30-5:45 | Book Drawing and Closing (2104)




Pre-Conference Workshop | 10:00-11:30

Presenting Reflective Practice:
A Sample RP-SIG Meeting

Suzanne Bardasz
Daejeon Co-facilitator, RP-SIG

THE PRESENTATION

Recently, reflective teaching has been gaining importance in the TESOL
community as a way for teachers to think about what they are doing in
the classroom. To that end, in the past few years, the KOTESOL
Reflective Practice SIG was created with “branch” groups in Seoul,
Daejeon, Daegu, and Busan. Most of these groups have been active for
over a year and are always looking for new members. This workshop
will be a sample group meeting of what normally takes place in a RP-
SIG meeting and will introduce reflective practice to those who are new

to it. In this workshop, we will be reflecting on the structure of our
lessons, including how we open, sequence, pace, and close a lesson. We believe that by
reflecting on our basic actions in the classroom, we can improve the quality of lessons we deliver.
This workshop is open to those who are both new and experienced to reflective practice.

Target Group: EFL teachers at all levels

THE FACILITATOR

Suzanne Bardasz currently teaches English at KAIST. She has been at KAIST and in Korea since
2008. Before coming to Korea, she taught ESL and EFL to students of all ages in the United
States and Poland. Suzanne has an MA in TESOL from SIT Graduate Institute in Brattleboro,
Vermont.



Plenary Session | 1:00
Becoming a Better Teacher
Through Reflective Practice

Michael Griffin
Reflective Practice SIG Co-facilitator

THE PRESENTATION

This plenary presentation aims at being an introduction to both
Reflective Practice and KOTESOL’s Reflective Practice SIG (RP-
SIG). The presenter will share his personal experiences both before
and after becoming involved in Reflective Practice while
highlighting its benefits. An additional focus will be on the “whys”
and “hows” related to the creation of the SIG and ways for people
to get involved with the SIG and Reflective Practice. Audience
members can expect to walk away with some practical ideas about
how to get started with Reflective Practice and, hopefully, a vision
of how Reflective Practice and the RP-SIG can potentially help make them become better
teachers.

THE SPEAKER

Michael Griffin has taught EFL for nearly 10,000 hours. Unfortunately (for both him and for his
former students), most of those hours were before he got into Reflective Practice. Currently
working in the Graduate School of International Studies at Chung-Ang University, Mike is also a
licensed SIT/World Learning Best Practices in TESOL Teacher Trainer and teaches Curriculum
Development on the New School MATESOL program. In KOTESOL, Mike is currently co-
facilitator of the RP-SIG. He also rants and reflects on his blog at
http://eltrantsreviewsreflections.wordpress.com/
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Concurrent Sessions | 2:00-2:45

The Challenge of Description:
Strategies for Seeing Through the Cloud of Emotion
By John Pfordresher

By reflecting on what we do, we better understand our students, ourselves,
and interactions between the two. In order to effectively reflect through the
Experiential Learning Cycle, we must first learn to objectively describe. To
do so requires stepping away from the emotions surrounding teacher-
student interaction and truly seeing what is happening in the classroom.
This workshop provides the necessary tools to successfully achieve this
- goal. In addition to tackling issues that are common in all classrooms, we
- will discover ways in which we can objectively practice reflection-in-
action. Successful reflection-in-action can help us not only better understand our classroom, but
aid us in making the best real-time choices teachers need to make every day.

John Pfordresher is currently teaching in Busan. He regularly leads monthly Busan Reflective
Practice Special Interest Group (RP-SIG) meetings. John has taught in Korea for two years and
has a special interest in reflection. Prior to beginning work in Korea, John earned his TESOL
certificate from the University of Maine’s Intensive English Institute (IEI), and thereafter,
volunteer taught university students for nine months.

Finding the Hero in the Young Student Whilst Embracing the Dark Side

By Amanda Maitland EL Amri

This workshop aims at applying soft toy theory at the middle and high
school levels although many of the underlying theory, themes, and
activities could also support adult literacy events. The aim is to present the
soft toy and psychological theories, and connect them to popular themes:
such as, “fantasy,” “superhero” “traumatic world events” and “monster.”
The workshop will demonstrate how learning through play can develop a
dialogue between the teacher and student that can fuel creative thought,
whilst raising general literacy standards. The workshop will also
demonstrate how applymg the soft toy theory and the popular themes can raise students’ self-
esteem, encourage a greater complexity of thought, and trigger discussions of morality and the
general level of communicative ability in the classroom and out. TARGET GROUP: Teens

LR N3

Amanda Maitland is a professor at Chonbuk National University in Jeonju, where she is
Director of TESOL Teacher-Training and Education. Before she came to Korea she was a senior
professor at the University of East London where she taught linguistics, language studies,
education theory, and TESOL courses. In addition, she is currently studying for a PhD in
Criminal Psychology and has already obtained an MA ELT Applied Linguistics. Email:
Maitland39@hotmail.co.uk
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